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Vedas are four in number, usually likened to a tree with four major trunks and branches 
(á¡kh¡s) further in each trunk. Among these, Îg Veda had 27 á¡kh¡s, Yajur Veda initially 
divided into two major sub-types as áukla (white) and K¤À¸a (black) had 15 and 86 á¡kh¡s 
respectively, S¡ma Veda had 1000 á¡kh¡s and Atharva Veda 9 á¡kh¡s. 

Currently, only two á¡kh¡s of Îg Veda (there too, one of them is not very significantly different 
from the popular one), two in áukla Yajur Veda, four in K¤À¸a Yajur Veda, three in S¡ma Veda 
(of which one has followers in single digits), and two in Atharva Veda (here also the number 
of reciters is in single digits) are surviving in tradition. The various Vedas and their á¡kh¡s 
being recited by various schools depend also upon geographical locations with the highest 
concentration in South India (Tamil nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Kerala) 
and more sparse distribution elsewhere. 

In every Vedic á¡kh¡, there are four types of texts called the SaÆhit¡ (to which portion only
Pada-p¡tha, Vik¤tis and Var¸a-krama apply), Br¡hma¸a, Ëra¸yaka and UpaniÀads. There are 
special Vedic grammar rules for each á¡kh¡ called 'Pr¡ti¿¡khya' and phonetic rules known as
'áikÀ¡'. There are also other 'LakÀa¸a Grantha's which deal with accent combinations (Sandhi),
Vik¤ti formation etc. for a particular á¡kh¡.
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Browse Yajurveda Samhita 
choosing Kanda/Prasna or 

Arsheya schemes

Browse Yajurveda Aranyaka
choosing Kanda/Prasna or 

Arsheya schemes
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Number search choosing 
Anuvaka/Panchasat/Arsheya

schemes

Phrase search choosing 
Anuvaka/Panchasat/Arsheya

schemes
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Index on Dashati scheme
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On screen keyboard will help the user in typing Vedic 
accents for RgVeda, Yajurveda, Samaveda.


