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(Science of Phonetics )
áikÀ¡ of P¡¸ini, Bh¡radv¡ja, Vy¡sa, P¡ri, Kau¸·inya etc. dealing with phonetics for 
Vedic intonation and accents, pronunciation and certain special features of Vedic grammar 
etc, in verse form;

The Ancient Indian Science of Phonetics (¿ikÀ¡) is first of the six auxiliary branches of 
study (ved¡´ga - ¿ikÀ¡ is likened to the nose of vedas) for the proper interpretation and 
understanding of vedas. Many sages like p¡¸ini, vy¡sa, bh¡radv¡ja, y¡jµavalkya, n¡rada, 
¡pi¿ali, p¡ri etc. have described Phonetics, and as such, different ¿ikÀ¡ works are attributed 
to them. Some of these are common for all vedas while some are specific to certain 
veda/s¡kh¡. Here, we shall concern with p¡¸in¢ya ¿ikÀ¡ for further discussions. This work 
is in the form of sixty verses and references to them here would be by their verse numbers. 
According to p¡¸ini, the purpose of the Science is to clarify the proper pronunciation of 
utterances (v¡caÅ ucc¡ra¸avidhi vyakt¢kara¸am - p¡. ¿i. 2). 
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