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Nyaya Shastram
( Science of Metaphysics )

Ny¡ya S£tra-s of sage Gautama, an Up¡´ga, dealing with sensory perception, Inference, 
Analogy, Verbal Testimony, various aspects of polemics, debate, syllogism, fallacies etc. in 
all describing 16 entities 'worth knowing about for realising the ultimate', in 528 S£tra-s 
covered in 5 chapters, 10 Ëhnika-s, and under 84 Prakara¸a-s (major topics);

The Ny¡ya á¡stra deals with Ontological classification of things and proceeds to enumerate, 
define and verify their essential and typical characteristics. Instruments and objects of 
knowledge are dealt with in detail. The process of 'human understanding' is described and 
theories of valid knowledge, error, word-meaning relations, cognition, validity/fallibility etc. 
are postulated. The linguistic, psychological, ontological, logical and philosophical issues are 
elaborated besides covering the inference in great detail. Aspects of sentence-hood with 
necessary criteria like proximity, expectancy and compatibility are evolved and sentential 
import extraction explained. Thus, this shastra could be thought of as dealing at sentence-
level processes.
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